HALF A CENTURY OF SMALL WARS       249

the city of Canton, and on this being refused a Franco-British
force of 6000 men was sent to occupy the city and retain
possession of it pending some satisfactory solution of the
questions in dispute. Following on this the Allied fleets
attacked and silenced the Taku forts at the mouth of the Peiho
river, and sailing up stream occupied Tientsin. A new treaty
in yet more stringent terms was presented to and accepted by
the Emperor of China, who had, however, no real intention
of carrying it out; and frequent and urgent remonstrances
having no effect, further military operations became necessary.

MAP 9.
Persian War.
A new naval attempt to force the Taku forts having failed with
serious loss, it was decided to despatch a strong combined
expedition capable of forcing its way, if necessary, to Pekin, and
there dictating terms which could not be evaded.
Sir Hope Grant, with 10,000 British troops, left Hong-Kong
in May 1860, and leaving detachments to occupy the territory
at the mouth of the Yangtse Kiang and Shanghai, formed a
basejnear Port Arthur for his future operations. Seven thousand
French were also to form part of his command, and the opening
of the. campaign had to be postponed till early August to
permit of their arrival. The whole force then effected its